ee . 7 MoJo 
I R E A 8 0 N 8 


WE 
FOR S136 


or 
Addreſſing His M AJES TY to invite into 7 
ENGLAND their Highneſſes, the 
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of WAL Es, and all others pretending any 
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againſt France. 
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paſſing the laſt Act for ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant 

Line, but will alſo be found to be as zealous and preſſing to have the 

Eleftoral Prince of Hanover ſpeedily invited into England, by Reaſon 
that being but yet eighteen Years of Age, he may receive the moft early Impreſ- 
fions of Love and Kindneſs for the Britiſh Soil it ſelf, as well as to make the 
Cuſtoms of this Contry habitual to him like thoſe of his native Place; and, 
in a Word, to have him Educated in the Language, Laws, and the eftabliſhc 
Religion of the Nation he's to govern, not by his own Will and Diſcretion, 
but according to certain Rules and Limitations, wherof he ſhou'd not remain 
ignorant till the Time they are to be put in practice. Theſe and the like Ar- 
guments are ſo evident of themſelves, that they are in every Body's Mouth; 
and Nothing is more taken for granted by the People, nor more confidently ex- 
pected than the Prince's coming, to whom they have already decreed in their 
public Diſcourſe (which ſhows the public Inclmation) an equal Rank and Re- 
venue with what was enjoy'd by the late Dute of Gloceſter, nor are they bedind- 
hand in their Reſpetts to the Ele@reſs his Grandmother, 


J. que: there are none of thoſe who were ſincere and hearty in 


II. BUT there are other Reaſons which make the People extremely de- 
ſirous to have theſe Pledges of the common Safety within Call and in their 
View: for altho the Ad of Succeſſion be an eternal Bar a the pretended 
Prince of Wales, as well as the whole Popiſh Line; yet 10 S of any fatal Ac- 
cidents (which God mercifully prevent) I think it eaſie to conceive that the 
Ink and Parchment of this Law may prove but à ſmall Defence , and that 
Perſons reſident on the Spot, known and belov'd for their Merit, muſt needs 
have a better Intereſt than ſuch as live at a great Diſtance, and are to ſeek on 
the proper Occafion, only heard of by Report, the People Strangers to 
their Virtues, and without the Hopes of injoying that Felicity _ their 
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Government, which Acquaintance and the Experience of their good Qualities 
muſt naturally give them. Indeed their Preſence is ſo neceſſary in .England, 
that were there no other Reaſon to be given for it beſides the Quickneſs of Re- 
courſe to em in Time of Danger, that alone is ſufficient to ſatisfie all thoſe 
who wiſh well to the Engliſh Liberty, and to top the Mouths of ſuch as 
are the Enennes and Betrayers of their Contry, and who always put Rubs and 
Delays to what they cannot artfully fruſtrat, nor dare openly oppoſe ; for 
they muſt ſtill be doing Somthing to deſerve their Hire of Iniquity. 


III. FROM ſom colorable Pretences (tho difficult to be imagin'd or 
ſupported ) they will be for ſuſpending the Invitation of thoſe Princes for a 
longer Time; but their real Aim will be to ſez what may happen in the mean 
while in Favor of the pretended Prince of M ales: or that, if all things fail be- 
ndes, the French King may land him ſomwhere in England to create a civil 
Warr, and foto beget a Diverſion at leaſt by the Strength of his Party, ſol- 
licitted by whoſe Importunities, and relying on whoſe Promiſes, we have un- 
doubted Proofs to ſhow ( what is already believ'd by all the reſt of Europe as 
well as the Engliſh Addreſſors) that he was incourag'd ſo madly to take upon 
him the Diſpoſal of our Succeſhon, and contrary to His Word and Honor, as 
well as the Faith of public Treatys, to acknowlege this pretended Prince as 
King of Great Brittain and Ireland. Tho this Proceding be no leſs ridiculous 
than injuſt, yet it is not quite ſo void of Ground as at firſt Sight ic may ſeem ; 
for civil Broils have bin rais'd on much ſmaller Occafions, as it appears by the 
..conftant Courſe of univerſal Hiſtory, and particularly in our own Aanals, 
where you may ſee that on the landing of ſuch theatrical Princes ( as 
PERKIN WARBECK in HENRY the Seventh's Time) they were not 
only join'd by thoſe of their deluded or deſigning Party, but alſo by ſuch as on 
other Accounts had any Pique or Malice againſt the rightful and lawful King, 
as well as by all thoſe whoſe broken or deſperat Fortunes gave 'em Hopes of 
bettering their Condition by the Diſturbance of the preſent Tranquillity, and 
by the Alteration of the eftabliſht Government. This, I grant, is in our Caſe 
by no means likely to happen; but wiſe Nations have bin ever commended 
for ſecuring themſelves againft all poſſible Dangers: and there can be no 
Fence ſo proper againft the forcible Intruſion of the pretended Prince of Wales, 
as the voluntary Invitation of the real Prince of Hanover ; tho I beg Pardon 
for naming thoſe two in a Breath, intending no other Compariſon than as we 
oppoſe GOD to the DEVIL. 


IV. THE Enemys of our happy Conſtitution are ſo reſtleſs in their At- 
temts to overturn it, that, as I ſaid before, they will be for perplexing the 
cleareft matters with inextricable Difficulties, or putting all imaginableStops to 
what they cannot barefac'dly hinder. Thus, not daring to appear againft the 
 Eleftordl Prince's coming, they are for paſſing over the Elereſs tho ſhe be firſt 
.nam'd in the A# of Succeſſiov, and the Perſon by whoſe Right the reſt _ the 

ER Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Line are to inherit the Crown. The Prince is but the Third in t 
Family, and tho by Reaſon of his Youth we wou'd gladly have the Care 
his Education, yet it was never meant by this that the Ele@reſs ſhou'd not com 
into England as firſt of the Line; nor ought the Prince himſelf be without 
ſuch an Inſtructreſs as will influence him more than all the World beſides. Her 
great Wiſdom and Knowlege are confeft and proclaim'd all over Europe. She 
has had a Hand already in forming the Manners and Minds of ſeveral Princes 
of both Sexes, the moſt celebrated for all ſorts of Virtues and Endowments, 
wherof the preſeat Elector her Son, and the Queen of Pruſſia her Daughter 
are noble Examples, being admir'd by Strangers, ador'd by their Subjects, and 
reſpected by all the well- affected Princes and States of Europe. We may think 
her Care will not be lefs about the Government of the Prince her Grand- child, 
who has bin hitherto train'd under her Inſpection; and, conſidering all Circum- 
ſtances, no other Perſon can more truly repreſent to him his Duty, better arm 
him againſt Flatterers, be a ſtricter Guard to him from corrupt Society, give 
him graver Admonition, or freer Reproof. Others will either do Nothing of 
this, or he perhaps not fo well receive it at their Hands. But they are Aſſi- 
ſtances which no Youth of never ſuch promiſing Hopes ſhou'd want, eſpecially 
fince no Body is born inſpic'd, and that as great Pains are requiiit to moderat 
Men's Paſſions as to form their Underſtandings. God be prais'd he's paſt the 
Management of Governors appointed rather for State than Inſtruction, and not 
to be ſpoil'd by the Stiffneſs, Formality, and Pedantry of inferior Pedagogs, 
which prevents a great deal of Contention about the Choice or Fitnels of the 
Perſons, and removes the Jealouſy which thoſe of any Party might have again 
another about the infuting or ſettling of his Principles; yet he's not above the 
Advice of one who is of no Side or Faction, but intirely devoted to the public 
Intereſt of the Nation; and who (how falie ſoever the Pretences of others 
may be from their ſelfiſh Deſigns) muſt be confeſt to wiſh him the beſt of any 
in the World, and conſequently will be perpetually inftilling into him what 
will make for his Advantage, Security, Glory, and Felicity, without any pri- 
vat End of her own. 


v. BUT let no Body ſo underſtand me as if I made this Care of the Prince 
to be the chief Argument for the Ele&reſs's coming into Exglend ; for how ne- 
ceſſary ſoever his Preſence may be (and I, for my Part, think it abſolutely 


| indiſpenſable) yet ſhe has a better Title to it, as being the only Perſon expreſ- 


ly nam'd in the A# of Succeſſion, and the firſt of that Line by whoſe Right the 
Prince himſelf muſt claim only as the third in Deſcent. In plain Terms ſuch 
as pretend to ſend for the one without the other are playing a new French Game, 
which needs no further Explanation. While the Bill of Succeſſion was under 
the Conſideration of Parlament, but eſpecially after the Act had paſt the 
Royal Aﬀent, I remember all the Diſcourſe of the Town and Kingdom was a- 
bout the coming over of the Princeſs SOPHIA,as they uſually ftile her Highneſs. 
To this they were univerſally inclin'd by Reaſon of their Affection to a 3 
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ſon ſo famous for all Kinds of Virtues, for her great Experience, her extraor- 
dinary Learning and Wit, and for her gratious Familiarity, Aﬀability, and Ea- 
ſineſs af Acceſs, which are Qualities that ſeldom meet in thoſe of her high 
Rank and Dignity. 


VE. LET us likewiſe call to mind how mightily pleas'd we all were, 
when we underſtood that this Princeſs did from her Infancy not only look 
on her ſelf as an Engliſh Woman, ſpeak our Language as well as any of the 
Natives, and always treated thoſe of our Iland with the utmoſt Kindneſs 
and Marks of Efteem ; but that ſhe likewiſe had the ſtrongeſt Inclination 
imaginable to ſee her original Contry, once at leaſt before ſhe dy'd. This 
was no fmall Confideration to recommend her; and, had not the Ad of Suc- 
ceſſion paſt, tis believ'd ſhe wou'd have honor'd us with ſuch a Viſit this 
laſt Autumn. But to com now of her ſelf wou'd not be altogether conſiſtent 
with her uſual Prudence, nor agreable to the reſt of her Character: nei- 
ther wou'd our Enemies be wanting to ſpread their ordinary Calumnies, and 
to infinuat that ſhe already leapt at the Crown, a Thing to be ridicul'd by 
all who have the Honor to know her Highneſs, or the Senſe to judg right- 
ly of public Aﬀairs. But without an Invitation tis not probable now ſhe'll 
ever com; and ſhall we be ſo baſe as to make that Ad an Obſtacle to her 
coming, which ſhou'd naturally be the Occaſion of it, had ſhe never mani- 
fefted ſuch Intentions her ſelf before? We were ſo far from this Diſpoſition, 
that ſom eminent Men made it paſs for a Complement to leave his Majeſty the 
Care of this Invitation, which they ſaid had bin otherwiſe perform'd by the 
Parlament; and fo the Body of the People were fatisfy'd the Thing ſhou'd 
quickly be or was already don. Yet more diſcerning Perſons ſaw that this 
was the ordinary- Artifice of certain Gentlemen to charge all invidious 
Things on his Majefty : wheras tis plainly evident, that, unleſs he wou'd 
maintain her Court out of the Civil Lift, the King cou'd not poſſibly fend 
for her, notwithſtanding the Gift of the Crown to her Family be principally 
owing to his Contrivance, Propoſal, and Intereſt. But the regular way of 
doing, this, is for both Houſes of Parlament to addreſs his Majeſty to ſend 
for their Highneſſes, which no Body queſtions but he'll be very ready to d 
on the public Account, as well as theirs and his own. | 


VII. NOW coms a new Pretence againſt it from the pretended Prince of 
Wiles Party, who wilt acknowlege perhaps that their Highreſſes ought to be 
here if this were practicable; but that, the Nation having contracted great 
Debts the laft Warr, and being likely to run a new Score in another Warr 
juſt on breaking out, we muft take Care not to increaſe our Expences. I 
am as much for good husbanding the Mony of the Public as any Man, and 
I hope we ſhall take ſuch Meaſures as to amend in the approaching Warr what 


das bin amiſs in the laſt. But yet they are only unneceſſary Expences that 


are to be avoided ; for otherwife we muſt make no Warr for the future, and 
ought 
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onght not to have bin at the Charge of any former onez there muft be 
no Fleets equipt, no Civil Liſt allow'd, no Magiftrats paid, nor any Go- 
vernment ſupported. Now, as theſe are Abſurdities no Body will be ſo mad 
to defend; fo if for the Reaſons already alledg'd, and others of the like 
kind, the Preſence of their Highneſſes he not thought neceſſary in England, I 
ſhall likewiſe think the Expence of maintaining em here ſutable to their 
Quality to be a Burden on the Nation which they need not bear. But their 
coming over being granted neceſſary, if the Nation ſhow'd think fit to allow 
the Expence, it is already cut out in a manner to our Hands, giving the 
Young Prince as much as was ſettI'd on the late Dute of Glacefier, and to the 
Electreſs fifty thouſand Pounds per Annum, the ſame having bin allotted to the 
late King JAMES's Queen for her Joynture; and which, tho after the 
Peace of Reſwick, it was by an extraordinary Act of Generofity offer'd her 
abroad, yet ſhe ſcornfully refus'd to accept, rather than comply with the 
Terms of leaving France. But I beg the Favor not to be miſunderſtood, as 
if T were ſo ignorant of my Sphere as to preſcribe to the Parlament; I only 
acquaint them according to my Duty with what I take to be the Senſe of 
the Nation, and leave 'em for the Reſt to regulat theſe Matters accor- 
ding to their Wiſdom, which I queſtion not but they'l] perform to their own 
Honor, and the Satisfaction of all the Parties concern d. 


VIII. TO the Body of the People I need uſe no Arguments on this 
Subject, they being already perſnaded of the Juſtice and Neceſſity of this 
Matter: but I have a few Queſtions to ask of certain Perſons, who 
were not long ago very forward to oblige their former Queen with ſo much 
Mony, when it was only hinted in the Houſe of Commons to be defign'd for 
her Service, And, firft, Whether the ſame Men who were for allowing the 
Uſe of her Joynture to an exil'd and ejected „can be againft ſettling as 
much on the next Heir in the Ad of Succeſſion, if they be well affected to the 
preſent Government? Which is more eligible, to ſend Fifty thoufand Pounds 
yearly out of the Kingdom, or to have it all ſpent at home among onr 
ſelves ? Whether it was fitter to give it in an Enemy's Contry to a Popiſh 
Princeſs, or in old England to a Proteſtant Princeſs, the latter of our own Fleſh 
and Blood, the former an Alien and an Enemy to our Nation ? Whether it 
was more reaſonable to beftow ſo much Treaſure for the entertaining of Re- 
bels, the paying of Spies, and the hiring of Affaffins; or to give it to 
our King and Contry's beft Friend, one that will keep a Court which will 
be the Reſort of all ſober, virtuous, and polite Company, and that will en- 
tertain in her Service the Sons and Daughters of our chief Nobility and 
Geatry ? I might infinitly multiply fach Queftions , and therfore 1 ſhall 
ask but one more which comprehends all the reſt, being the true State of the 
Caſe in our preſent Affairs, and it is, whether we ſtall ſtand by the Succeſſors le- 
gally eſtabliſpt by the King and Parlament of England, or by thoſe nam d and arbi- 
 trartly acknowledg'd by the perfidions Tyrent of France? I hope the A is no 
Difficulty 
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Difficulty to any Lover of Liberty or the Proteſtant Religion. The Wiſom 
of the Parlament will as much appear in providing for the Succeſſors, as in 


providing for the Succeſſion; and herein their own particular Affection is con- 
cern'd, as well as the public Honor and Safety of the Kingdom. 


IX. WE are now about to ingage in a new War for ſecuring our Territo- 
ries, our religious and civil Liberty, to aſſiſt and protect our Allies, to reſtore 
and ſettle the Ballance of Europe. Towards carrying on of which juſt and 
pious Purpoſes (as his Majeſty truly expreſſes himſelf) there will be a Neceſſity 
of eſtabliſhing ſeveral Fonds, both for making good the Deficiencys of our pre- 
ſent Debts, and to ſupply the Future Charges of the common Caule. I offer 
it therfore to ſerious Conſideration, whether, on ſending for the Fledtreſs and 
the Prince into England, all ſorts of Men, both Natives and Foreners, will not 
the more readily truſt their Mony with the Public, as finding us to be in good 
Earneft about the A# of Succeſſion, ſeeing the Perſons concern'd already fixt in 
the Kingdom, and perceiving all Hopes of deftroying the preſent Government 
to be cut off from the French King, either by himſelf, br, his Tool prepar'd for 
that Purpoſe, the pretended Prince of Wales. 


X. ANOTHER Difficulty ftarted by theJcobites,is,that her royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs ANNE of Denmark will not be well content with the Ele- 
#reſs's coming to reſide in England ; which is a very extravagant Objection: for 
their Dignities are ſo different, and their Ranks ſo well adjuſted, that there can 
poſſibly happen no Diſputes between them on the Score of Place or Precedence. 
They have both of em too much Senſe to quarrel on any other Account; the 
rinceſs having heartily approv'd of the laſt Act of Succeſſion, and particular- 
ly written to congratulat the Electreſ on that Occaſion. Beſides that it is the 
Princeſs's viſible Intereſt to have ſuch a Support and Aſſiſtance in maintaining her 
Right to the Crown: for as this is only grounded on two Atts of Parlament, 
wherof the laft is” that which makes the Houſe of Hanover to ſuccede her 
Highneſs and his Majeſty in default of Iſſue, ſo this Family muſt as much pre- 
ſerve her Title as their own, which Obligation is reciprocal. And as a great 
many other Circumftances (beſides being of the ſame Line) contribute to 
make the Intereſts of both theſe Ladys to be the ſame, ſo there can be no 
Doubt of their living in a very good Underſtanding and ſtrict Friendſhip to- 
gether, which makes it unneceflary for me to inſiſt any longer on this Head, 
leſt by taking Pains to confute it, I ſhou'd ſeem to countenance a Surmiſe which 
puts an Affront on their Highneſs's Wiſdom. 


XI. THERE want not thoſe who ſuggeſt, that the EleFre(s has a ſort of 
ſecret Enemys, who are not willing to ſee a Perſon ſo near his Majeſty, who 
might give him more wholſom Advice, and leſs interefted than theirs. And 
there is no Doubt to be made but that one of her finiſh'd Wiſdom, and who ſo 
dearly loves the King (to whom he and her whole Family think themſelves, 
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as indeed they are, under eternal Obligations) there is, I ſay, no Que 
{tion but ſhe won'd ſtudy his Intereſt, Safety, and Honor, as much 


as her own, and be ever ready to affiſt him with her beſt Comnthls. 


But as it is not eaſy for deſigning Men to impoſe on his Majeſty, fs 
the Flefreſs has the leſs to fear from their Practices: and ſhow's 
any be ſo imprudent as to enter on ſuch impoſific Meafures, tis out 
Happine that they are the ſooneſt diſcover'd of any fort of Pev- 
ple, and that we can beſt deal with them of all others. 


XII. WHEN thoſe, who were for bringing over the Prince a- 
lone, have nothing to ſay againſt what is alledg'd for the coming 
of the Eleftreſs, as they are without true Affection for any of the 
Proteſtant Line, they may perhaps change their Note to ſerve their 
Turn, and now ſecem to approve of calling her into England, but 
pretend they cannot ſend for the Prince, leſt they ſhould be thought 
to neglett the Elector his Father, whoſe Title is before him. Were 
theſe People ſincere, they are preferable to thoſe who were for 
giving the Crown to the Prince, and wholly paſſing over the 
Eleflor, than which there never was a more pernitious Project, 
either for dividing that Family, or embroiling our Affairs at home; 
hut it is happily prevented hy the A# of Succeſſion, which all the 
well-affeted People of this Realm promiſe in their numerous and hearty 
Addreſſes to defend and maintain againſt all Oppoſers whatſoever. 
But to return to the Elefor, he not being the firft of that Line, 


there is not the {ame Neceſſity for his being on the Spot as his Mo- 


ther, nor is there Need for the ſame Convenience in his Education 
as that of the Young Prince his Son. Beſides that he already go- 
verns a great, a valiant, and worthy People in Germany, where his 
Preſence is not only neceſſary for their Behoof, but likewiſe for the 
common Cauſe of Europe. 


XIII. I SHALL produce no more Reaſons for inviting the Ele- 
Areſs as well as the Prince into England, which I have urg'd for the 
Safety and Benefit of the Nation, and not on any Score to better her 
Condition; for in the Contry where ſhe lives none was ever more 
rever'd or belov'd. No Princeſs of Hanover had ever ſo great a Re- 


venue ſettI'd on her; and tis well known that her Jointnre is not 


only ſufficient to defray the Charges of her Court there, and to ſup- 
ply the Liberalities to which her Circumftances may occaſionally ob- 
lige her: but that, tho ſhe be as farr from being avaritious as pro- 
tuſe, ſhe yearly lays up very conſiderably. So that, beſides the Eſta- 
bliſhment, which no good Engliſoman can grudge her here, ſhe like- 


wiſe during her Life will bring ſuch a Sum into this Nation, as 
B | 


| may 
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may ſerve in ſom Meaſure to counterballance what is drawn out of 
it by the Queen Dowager, But this, I hope, is one of the leaſt Con- 
ſiderations to increaſe our Wiſhes for having her among us; and that 
as we have choſen her for the worthyeſt Succeſſor to his Majeſty and 
the Princeſs, we ſhall alſo think it worth while to enjoy her Preſence, 


and to ſupport ber Dignity. 
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REASONS for attainting and abjuring the 
pretended Prince of Wales, and all others 
pretending any Claim, Right, or Title from 
the late King JAMES and Queen MaRy, 


mention of a Party deſigning to overthrow the Liberty and 

Religion of their Contry, being ſome of em temted by the 
Proſpect of getting large Shares of the Prey, to the taking wherof they 
are ſo inftrumental ; or, becauſe they deſpair to advance themſelves in 
a free Government, wheras the Choice of a Tyrant is not guided by 
Merit, but by his Humor, Avarice, or Luft : and others of em are 
miſled by the Force of ſuperſtitious Principles to think an implicit Obe- 
dience in civil and religious Affairs to be the Duty of Subjects to their 
Superiors, and that the greateſt Happineſs of any Contry conſiſts in be- 
ing under a deſpotic Government. I ſhall not determin which of theſe 
is the moſt numerous in the Party, nor need I inquire which has moſt 
Influence over the others, the Fools or the Knaves : but both are to be 
alike watch'd, diſarm'd, and oppos d by all thoſe who deſire to call what 
they have their own, to have a Right to their Wives and Children, to 
their Goods and Poſſeſſions; to have a Share in making ſuch Laws as 
they may think moſt conducing to their own Benefit; to be in a Ca- 
pacity of reſiſting all thoſe who wou'd undo them by Violence or 
Fraud under any Pretence whatſoever ; and laſtly, they are to be re- 
ſiſted to Death by all ſuch as prefer the Proteſtant Religion, the Ad- 
vancement of Knowlege, and the Freedom of their Conſciences, 
to the Idolatry, Ignorance, and Tyranny of the Popiſh Church. 


XIV. T. the former part of this Diſcourſe I have more than once made 


XV. THIS Party in general is now known by the Names of 


Jacobites, Frenchmen, the Adberents of the Prince of Wales, &c. but thoſe 


of em who pretend to be Proteſtants are particularly ftild Higł- 

Flyers, High-Churchmen, a few of em Nonjurants, and all of em Torys. 

In other Reigns they had other Names; but ever ſince the Reformation 

they have continu'd the ſame Deſigns of Slavery, tho no Proteſtants 

appear'd among em till the Reign of King JAMES I. They "_ 
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all Papiftr that gave any Diſturbance to King Edward VI. No Pro- 
teftents were concern'd in the Spaniſh Invaſion of 1588, nor in the fre- 
quent Conſpiracies againſt the Life of Queen ELIZABETH, nei- 
ther did any of em refule to ſign the Aſociatin for defending her Per - 
fon, and revenging her Death, if it were violent. King JAMES I. 
gave Grounds euough to believe, by diverſe Speeches and Acti- 
ons, that he wou'd be inveſted with a Power above the Laws of the 
Land. He found fome Proteſtant Stateſmen to ſecond his Intentions ; 
but his Son and Succeſſor CHARLES I. found likewiſe ſom Pro- 
teſtant Divimes to preach up his abſolute Power, and to infule 
ſuch Principles into their Hearers, under the moſt awful Impreſſions 
of Religion. The ſame thing was don by greater Numbers, and 
with leſs reſerve under CHARLES II. in whole Time Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Nonreliftance to the King's Commands were firſt made E- 


vangelic Doctrins. Tis freſh in every Body's Remembrance how far 


the Deſigns of the Papiſts were advanc'd in his time againſt our Reli- 

ion and Government, and how little they cou'd do of themſelves, 
without the Aſſiſtance of thoſe pretended Proteſtants who readily con- 
curr'd in all their Meaſures ; who turn'd their horrid Plots into Ridi- 
cule, when they cou'd not deny the Facts, or were not able to fix em 
on the Proteſtant Diſſenters ; who allow'd the King a Power to dil: 


penſe with al our Laws civil and religious, which was to ſer up what 


Government and Religion he pleas d; who preſented Addreſſes add Ab- 
| horrences againſt Parlaments; who were zealous to take away the 
Charters and Immunities of all the Corporations in the Kingdom; 
who promoted and approv'd the Murders committed under legal Forms 
on fuch as appear'd for the Liberty. of their Contry ; and who, in a 
word, were ſuch good Friends to the Papiſts, and thoſe ſo ſure of their 
Aſſkftance; that they never fail'd of giving one another a good Word, 
and doing all the mutual kind Offices they cou'd. 


XVL EN King JAMES II.'s Reign the Mask was quite laid aſide, 
Popery and Slavery diſplay'd their Banners, and made a formidable At- 
tack. But by the Bleſſing of God, thro the Courage and Conduct uf 
his preſent Majeſty, by the Learning and Reſolution cf the Church of 
England , and the Stedfaſtneſs of moſt other Proteſtants to the ſame 
good Cauſe, our Enemies were utterly route.!, their execrable Ma- 
chinations fully diſcover d, and the Proteſtant, Conſpirators ſo fairly 
markt, as, one wou'd have thought, they ſhou'd never again, by the 
Virtue of any Diſguize, be miſtaken for Friends to the Government or 
Religion they lo baſely betray d. Nor was it any Doubt at that 
time to diverſe Perſons, and more have bin convinc'd of it fince by 
Experience, that the chief of thoſe Pivines who profan'd and proftitut- 
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ted their Function, of thoſe Judges who wreſted and perverted the 
Laws, and of thoſe Freemen who mercenarily gave up their Privi- 
leges, ought to have bin at leaſt made for ever incapable of exerci- 
ſing their ſeveral Callings, or bearing any other Offices in the Com- 
monwealth, if the Lenity of the Government ſhov'd think fit to ſpare 
em from ſuffering the capital Puniſhment they had ſo juſtly merited. 
But this being neglected by the Advice of ſom whom I cannot com- 
mend for it, and the King being perſuaded by an Appearance of Mer- 
cy, as well as of complying with his Friends in a Contry where he 
was a Stranger, it might be reaſonably expected that the Offendors 
wou'd fit afterwards quiet, never more intermeddle in thoſe nor the 
like Matters, and be very glad thus to efcape. But all that ſo 
thought quickly found themſelves deceiv'd, theſe People having with 
unparallel'd Ingratitude begun their old Tricks again as ſoon as the 
Storm was over, and ſerving King WILLIAM as the Adder did his 
Benefactor, ſpitting all his Venom at him as ſoon as he recover'd 
Strength from the Warmth of that Fire by which the Farmer compal- 
ſionatiy laid him when he was juſt expiring thro the Rigor of the 
Froft. 


XVII. THE Party oppos d his Acceſſion to the Crown, and endeavor d 
to delude the Nation by their chimerical Expedient of a Regency, which 


had it really taken Effect (as it never cou'd, nor ever was intended) 


muſt prove to be what they alwzys abhorr'd, a Republic, and the very 


vorſt ſort too, an Cligerchy : fo dearly they love arbitrary Power, that 


they cou'd never be induc'd to relinquiſh Monarchy, till they found out 
a Form that was a greater Tyranny. When they cou'd not bring this to 
effect, they were againſt the Recognition of his Title as rightful and law- 
ful King of this Realm, taking the Oath of Allegiance to him asa King 
de facto only, which in other Words is an VUfrper, to whom you pay 
Obedience by Force, and which you may juſtly refuſewhen you are able. 
There were many of em joyn'd with the Pepiſts in the ame Army un- 
der the abdicated King in Ireland, and afteswards they were promiſcu- 
ouſly lifted with the Papiſts here in Regiments of Horſe and Foot ready 


to appear in Arms, if the French Invaſion from 1a Hogue had not happily 


miſcarry'd., When about the ſame time there was a moſt barbarous 
Plot diſcover'd to Afaſſnat his Majeſty's Perſon, there were ſom of em 
actually concern'd, and moft of em in their ſeveral Stations peremto- 
rily- refus'd to enter into a voluntary Aſſociation with the reft of their 
Fellow Proteſtants for preſerving his Majeſty's Perſon, and revenging his 
Death (if it were violent) on the Papiſts. Their Pretences agaioft 
doing this were ſo pittifully ridiculous, that I admire at the Patienee 
of thoſe who wou'd be ſo abus' d, as to think any one Proteſtant cou'd 
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now make a Scruple of what all the Protefiants unanimouſly did for 
Queen ELIZABETH, to whom, without derogating from her glorious 
Character, they were not half ſo much oblig'd as we are to King 
WILLIAM, ſhe being ſet np hy the Proteſtants, and we by him being 
reſcu'd from the Papiſts; and was it not the abſurdeft Thing in the 
World to hear thoſe ſo tender of promiſing Revenge on the Papiſts, who 
ſhow'd no ſuch Tendernels for the King's Perſon, or involving their 
whole Contry in Devaſtation, Blood, and Ruin. The ſame Perſons 
did always rejoice at the Succeſs of the French in Flanders, were as much 
dejected whenever we had the better, and recover'd. their ſprightly 
Looks again if they heard of any Advantage got over the Chriſtians by 
the Turks in Hungary. They ſhow'd their Inclination many ways, as well 
as by their wagering; and ſom were almoft brought to that Ruin they 


deſerv'd by expreſſing their Zeal in this way. 


XVIII. IT were endleſs to enumerat the various Methods they 
took to clog the Wheels, and to difturb the Meaſures of the Govern- 
ment. They have bin every where of a piece, and where they join'd 
with the true Lovers of their Contry to do any good Thing, it appears 
by their ſubſequent Actions that it was not for the ſame End, but ei- 
ther to pique the King, to divide his Friends, or to favor their own 
Deſigns ; witneſs the Bill for regulating Tryals in Caſes of bigh Trea- 
ſon, and the disbanding of the Army. It is frequently very difficult in 
a popular Aſſembly to carry the beſt Laws by a Majority of Voices, 
without taking the Advantage of many Men's Paſſions or Reſentments ; 
and ſo it happen'd in the Caſes now mention'd, as well as others; as I 
ſomtimes heard a very good and able Man ſay, he was jure of ſuch a 
Man's Vote againſt the Army, becaule he believ'd it wou'd expoſe us to 
be invaded by France; and that another wou'd be againft it, not that he 
had ſuch a fooliſh Imagination, but to vex the King, who hehad got a 
Notion was never well but at the Head of his Troops. But he that for 
the Sake of his Contry was againft a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
will demonftrat his Sincerity by being for one in Time of War: for 
how any Government preſery'd its Freedom, cou'd offend others, or 
defend , themſelves without Arms, let thoſe teil that are wiſer. All 
we have to do is to avoid Extremes, not to think Soldiers always neceſ- 
fary, | becauſe th:y are ſomtimes uſeful ; nor becauſe they are ſomtimes hurt- 
ful, to think em always dangerous. But I hope I need not uſe any Ar- 
guments to prove, that it was not to ſecure the Liberty of England that 
any appear'd againſt the Army, who were laſt Year againſt ſecuring the 
Peace of Europe, or againſt making War with France to bring this to 


paſs ; who were for owning the Duke of Anjou King of Spain, to the 
| | Prejudice 
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Prejudice of all People's Right, the Diminuticn of our own Trade, 
and defiroying the Ballance of Free 3 who were dilatory in aſſiſting 
the Dutch or gaining Portugal, and the Princes of the Empire; who 
now do not think the Feet Kirg's ackrewleging the pretended Prince 
of Wales to be an Infractien cf the Treaty of Reſwick, nor a juſt Cauſe 
of War from the Ergl:;ſþ Nation; and who, netwitttarding this In- 
dignity and Perfidiouſneſs, are for entering into a War as Aſnſtants 
to others, and rot as Principals; which plainly ſhows they do ro think 
themſelves concern d, ror care hcw little Pregreſs is made by the Arms 


of the Emperor, the Dutch, and our other Allies. 


XIX. THIS diſaffected Party of Proteſtants being as much in the In- 
tereſt of the pretended Prince of Wales as of the late King JAMES, 
and carying on the very ſame Deſigns with our irreconcilable Enemies 
the Papiſts, as is manifeſt from the Incouragement, Aſſiſtance, and 


Applauſes the former receive from the latter on all Occaſions, the 


Approbation they give to their Procedings, and their conftant Fel- 
lowſhip together: it is therfore highly neceſſary at this Time for 
the Parlament to take ſuch Meaſures as will not only diſable them from 
undermining the Government, but likewiſe ſerve to make 'em known to 
the King and People, who both commit frequent Miftakes far want of 
true Information in this Caſe. The profeft Papiſts are well enough 
diſtinguiſht, and under an Incapacity in many Reſpetts of acting againſt 
us, by Reaſon of their Excluſion from Parlament, as well as from all 
civil, military, and eccleſiaſtic Preferments. But what they cannot 
do of themſelves they bring about by theſe their Confederats and 
Accomplices, who are by ſo much the more dangerous, as, profeſſing the 


lame Religion with us, they are not ſo eaſily diſcern'd. 


XX. THE laſt Attemt which the Papiſts and they have made againft 
our Religion and Liberty, is by incouraging the French King to acknow - 
lege and proclaim (as he has audaciouſly don) the pretended Prince 

of Wales King of Great Brittain and Ireland. Againft this perfidious 
and arbitrary Proceding all the well-affeted People of theſe Realms 
have preſented their hearty Addreſſes to King WILLI AM, and expreſt 
their Reſentments againſt the French King, his mock Viceroy, and 
their Abbettors here, as zealouſly, fully, and ftrongly as Words are 
capable: nor is there any Doubt but with their Conſils, Hands, and 
Purſes, they will cheerfully inable his Majeſty to maintain the juſt Ti- 
tle they have given him to the Government; to preſerve their own 
Liberty, Wealth, and Power; to aſſiſt and protect our Allies; to re- 
duce the exorbitant Power and Tyranny of France; and to reſtore 


the Ballance of Europe. Nor will they be hinder'd from effectual- 
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ty performing their Promiſes by the ſpecions Pretences of Quotas, 
or Aſſiſtants, or any other Devices of our domeſtic Enemies: for the 
more they give (provided they ſee it duly manag'd, and tis their own 
fault if it be not) the ſooner will the War be at an End, and- the more 
fafe and honorable will be our Terms of Peace : nor are our Engage- 
ments and Concern (which is all that is meant by Principals) leſs than 
thoſe of any others, either in relation to our Dominions, Traffick, 
Liberty, or Religion, beſides the unſufferable Aﬀront of having a Go- 
vernor impos'd on us by à foren Pewer. Our Caſe in this Reſpect is 
like the Man's, who having a great many Dogs, let only one of em looſe 
at the Tyger, which tore him immediatly to Pieces; then he ſets 
one more at him, after him another, and all three met with the ſame 
Fate: but being at laſt equally inrag'd and afraid, he loo's the whole 
Pack at him, which preſently mafter'd the Tyger; wheras, if he had 
don this at the beginning, he had probably loft none of his Dogs, and 


bin in no Danger himſelf. 


XXI. THE Quantity and Quality, the Ways and Means, the In- 


ſpection and Management of the Expences neceffary for carrying on 
- the impending War, and making good the public Credit (which ought 


to be always ſacred and inviolable) I leave to the Wiſdlom of our Re- 
preſentatives in Parlament. But from what has bin ſaid of the Practice, 
Hopes, and Deſigns of the diſaffected Party, I think this Concluſion ne- 
ceffarily follows, That the pretended Prince of Wales be forthwith attainted 
for uſwying the Royal Titles and Arms of this Realm, and for ating to the 
utmoſt of bis Power as King of the ſame: that all bis Fautors, Accomplices 
and Abettors be likewiſe declar'd guilty of bigb Treaſon : And thet the ſaid 
pretended Prince, and all others pretending «ny Claim, Right, or Title from 
the late King JAMES and Queen MARY be ſolemnly abjur'd by all the 
Subjells of thele Realms, , 


XXII. AS for ttainting this Pretender and Uſurper, it were ſu- 
perfluous to allege any of thoſe known and frequent Preeedents in our 


-own Nation, where the like Criminals have met with the like Treat- 


ment.: and indeed if we cou'd not furniſh any Examples of this kind, 
yet the Practice of all the reſt of the World, and the Nature of the 
Thing it ſelf, were enough to authorize and juſtify ſuch a Proceding. 
Our Government being confin'd to a certain Family to avoid the Com- 
fufion of frequent Elections, and there being ſeveral Limitations and 
Conditions, on the Breach wherof any or all of that Family 'may be 
incapacitated to Reign, and the Crown be conferr'd on a worthier 
Perſon, or quite transferr'd to another Line; it follows, that the 
whole Right of Succeſſion in this Kingdom is founded on the good Will 

of 
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of the People, expreſt in the Laws they make to this End, for which 
Reaſon both the Houſes of York and Lancaſter claim'd by Acts of Parla- 
ment, as did all the foregoing or ſucceding Princes whoſe Titles 
were queſtion'd; while on the other Hand ſuch as oppos'd them were 
declar'd guilty of the Puniſhments thoſe Laws enacted, and which the 
Offendors frequently ſuffer'd. 


XXIII. IN the thirteenth Year of Queen EIZABETH there was an 
Act paſt, which makes it Treaſon during her Life, and Forfeiture of 
all Goods and Chattels after her Deceaſe, ts ajfirm that the Queen, with 
and by the Authority of Parlament, is not able to male Laws and Statutes 
of ſufficient Force and Validity to limit and bind the Crown of this Reaim, 
and the Deſcent, Limitation , Inheritance, and Government therof ; or 
that this or any other Statute made by Parlament, with the Queens Aſſent, 
is not or ought not to be for ever of ſufficient Force to bind and govern all 
Perſons, their Rights and Titles, that may claim any Intereſt or Poſſibility 
in or to the Crown in Poſſeſſion, Remainder, Inheritance, Succeſſion, or 0- 
thewiſe. Thele are the expreſs Words of that Statute, which is yet 
unrepeal'd; and if what was don by this Queen and her Parlament 
is according to our Conftitution, and may conſequently be as law- 
fully imitated by ſucceding Princes and Parlaments, the late King 
JAMES was not more juſtly depos'd for his Miſgovernment, than 
the pretended Prince of Wales (were he his real Son) might and ought 
to be excluded, as being educated in Popiſh and Arbitrary Principles by 
his Mother, the Feſuits, and the French King, the laſt having in a 
particular manner taken all imaginable Pains to mold him to his own 
Scheme of Religion and Politics, the better to attain thoſe Ends 
which he hopes by his means to accompliſh. It appears from Hiſtory 
that all free People have ſet aſide the Children of Tyrants for Reaſons 
of eternal and univerſal Force, as inheriting the Principles and 
Deſigns of their Parents, bearing an Aﬀettion to their Friends and 
owing a Revenge to their Enemies, as more likely to graſp at a 
greater Power than even their Parents, the beter to ſecure themſelves 
from their Diſgrace, and. being under extraordinary Obligations to 
thoſe foren Potentats who protected or reftor'd them. 


XXIV. THAT the pretended Prince of Wiles (were he never 
ſo legitimat ) is under all theſe Circumſtances, is undeniably evident; 
and the Pope himſelf aſſures us, that be bas bin moſt piouſly educated 
to imitat the Virtues of bis Father by his moſt dear Daughter in CHRIST, 

C Queen 


[ 16 ] 
MARY his Mother : ind that bis moſt deer Sen in CHRIST, 

LEWIS the moſt Chriftizan King of France bas not only courteoufly en- 
tertam I him ( contrary to all regard for his own privat Intereſt) but 
alſo openly aclnowledg*d bin as Heir of the Brittannic Empire, and bas 
th-rby notably confirm'd bin in bis Reſolution of ſtrenuauſiy aſſerting the 
Catholic Faith, whatever may be bis Lot for ſo doing. For this Action 
the Pope, on the third of October laſt, made a high Encomium of the 
French King in the ſaored College. Nor onght we to neglect that 
Warning given us by an Enemy, who yet ( for ought I know) has ra- 
ther acted the part of a politic Italian to acquaint us with our Dan- 
ger, than expreſt his Concern far the floriſhing of that Church, 
which if it ſhou'd proſper by the Arms of France, he muſt be re- 
duc'd to a meaner Rank, and be more oblig'd for the Keys to 
LEVIS the 14th, than to St. PETER, or the Conclave. But not to 
enter on ſuch Speculations, no Perſons in the Nation will ſcruple at- 
fainting the pretended Prince of Wales, who have any Regard to the 
Preſervation of his preſent Majeſty, to the fundamental Conſtitution 
of this Realm, to the Safety of the People (which is the ultimat Rea- 
fon of all Government) or even to their own Reputations ; and as for 
ſuch who may be inſenſible to all theſe Moti ves, for their fakes we muſt 
the more ſpeedily eſſett this Matter, both to fruſtrat their abomina- 
ble and deſtructi ve Deſigns, and to puniſh as well as to diſtinguiſſi 
them as our Enemies. As for the Birth of this pretended Prince, 
tho from all the Circumſtances accompanying it I cannot for- 
bear believing him ſuppoſititious, yet as to the Merit of the pre- 
ſent Point it is not of the leaſt Weight imaginable: and it ought 
to be known to all the World that it is becauſe our Government is 
not abſolutely hereditary, and that we neither believe the Divine 
Right of Monarchy, nor will ever bear with an arbitrary Sway in our 
Governors, that. the King and the Parlament of England have not 
thought fit to prove this Impoſture (how much ſbever it is ig their 
Power) and not for theſe filly Reaſons which are commonly given 
by ſuch as are Enemies or Strangers to our Conſtitution 3. nur is 
there a ſenfible Man of the well - affected People of this Kingdom 
that won'd. give a Groat to have it diſcover'd, otherwiſe than as 
a Piece of Hiſtory to pleaſe this Curioſity, like others of 
fame kind which happen'd diverſe Times before. | 


XXV. BUT I need ſay no more to the ATT ALMNDE RK, 
which will be 2ealouſly promoted by all the Lovers of the pre- 
ſent Government, and cannot he ſuccefully oppoyd by its: Ene- 

mies. 


L 

mies. The next ſtep to be taken for our Security, and to anſwer 
the Deſign of our Addrefſes, is to cauſe an ABJURATION 
of this pretended Prince, and all others pretending any Claim, Right, 
or Title from the late King JAMES and Queen MARY, to be 
tender'd to all the Inhabitants of this Realm. This has bin the u- 
ſua} Cuſtom of all Nations when they chang'd their Government or 
Governors. JUNIUS BRUTUS, who, to uſe the Words of 
LIVY, was not a more zealous Aſſertor than watchful Guardian of 
Liberty, got the People to make an Act of Baniſhment againſt all 
thoſe of the Iarqumian Name; and, left they ſhou'd be ſoftn'd by 
the Bribes or Entreaties of the Royal Family, he ingag'd em by an 
OATH that they wou'd never ſuffer any of them to reign at Rome, 
nor indeed any others, which is a- Caſe that muſt unayoidably happen 
when the People's Patience is abus'd, and that all Hopes of refornung 
Matters are quite given over. DIONYSIUS HALICARNASSAUS ſpeaking 
of this Decree, repeats ſom Part of it in Words to this Purpoſe : It is our 
Pleaſure that the TARQUINS, with their whole Progeny, be baniſt'd 
out of Rome, and all the Territories of the Roman Dominion; that it be not 
lawful for any Perſon to do or ſay any thing for their Reſtoration ; and that 
if any be convicted of kaving adted contrary to theſe things, be be puniſbt 
with Death. | \ 


XXVI. SUCH a Law as this, and almoſt in as few Words, wou'd. 
effectually prevent any Poſhbility of the ſuppoſititious Prince, or any 
other Pretender's diſturbing our Tranquillity at home: nor have 
thoſe bin wanting ſince the Revolution who propos d an Abjuration of 
the late King and his pretended Iſſue; but there were found Arts to 
evade it, and perhaps the Government was not altogether. ſo true to 
it it ſelf as ought to have bin on that Occaſion. But, I ſuppoſe, in 
this as well as a great many other Points ſom well-meaning Perſons 
are at length undeceiv'd; and now there's another crigggal Oppor- 
tunity to repair that falſe Step, as well as to take better Meaſures 
in other Things. The Danger is evident, the Claim is actually made, 
there is a potent Monarch abroad who openly ſnpports it, and 
there are a great many Perſons at home that privatly favor it. It is 
high Time therfore that the Friends of the Government declare and 
oblige themſelves for its Defence, and that its Enemies be fully 
known and render'd incapable to act againſt it, towards compaſſing 
of which there is nothing can be ſo effectual as an Abjuration of 
the pretended Prince of Wales, the pretended Princeſs of England, and 
all other Pretenders whatſoever. 

C 2 XXVII. 


{18 ] 


XXVII. But whether this A0 juration ſhou'd be taken voluntarily, or 
the Refuſal of it be made penal, is a Queſtion I think the Parlament 
alone ought to decide. The Reaſon of thoſe who wou'd have it voluntary 
is, becauſe they think it will thus better diftinguiſh the diſaffected 
Party, they having almoſt to a Man refus'd the voluntary Afjociation, 
which nevertheleſs they generally fign'd when it was by their Contri- 
vance paſt into a Law to take away the Odium of their refuling it 
before: for now they confider'd their Obedience as a forc'd Com- 
pliance with an Uſurper, and conſequently not to be puniſh'd at the 
expected Reſtoration of their pretended rightful King. Suppoling it 
then to be voluntary, there muſt be a Law to ſee it under a levere 
Penalty tender'd by the Perſons appointed for this Purpoſe to every 
Man in this Kingdom and the Dominions therunto belonging, from 
ſixteen Years and upwards, five hundred Pounds for every Man whom 
the Churchwarden (or whoever is the Officer) ſhall paſs over, but no 
Puniſhment to be inflicted on any that refuſes it, whoſe Name is under 
the Penalty aforeſaid to be return'd on the backſide or in a ſeparat 
Column of the Parchment, as the Names 6f thoſe who ſubſcribe the 
45juration are to be written with their own Hands (or their Marks, 
it they cannot write) immediatly under the Formulary of the Oath. 
By this means the Government coms to a certain Knowlege of thoſe 
who are for or againſt them, their Number and Quality; and tis af- 
terwards their own Fault if they prefer their Enemies to any Places of 
Truft, Profit, or Honor, and if they take not that due Care of their 

Actions that is neceſſary. 


XXVIII. Such as wou'd have the Refuſal of the Abjuration Penal, 
think it reaſonable that all thoſe who are in a foren Intereſt, and 
ingag'd againft the Government, ſhou'd be depriv'd of the Benefits 
ge- by the ſound Part of the Inhabitants, branded with ſom Marks 
of Infamy that may ſerve to diſtinguiſh them from good Subjects, and 
ſuffer d to have no Share in the legiſlative or executive Power, leaſt 
they abuſe it to the Deſtruttion of the Government and Kingdom. 
And for their taking this Oath as a compulſory Act, they ſay that 
the well wording of it will prevent their Feſuitical Equivocating and 
Reſervations, fince we have made ſuch a Teſt about Tranſubſtantia- 
tion as cannot be got over by the Papiſts themſelves: For which 
Reaſon this very Particular ought to be expreſt in the 4 juration, that 
they do not take it in ſuch a Senſe as 4 fore'd Obedience th the 25 
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of a King de Fafto, &c. And truly, whether it be penal or voluntary, 
it ought to be worded ſo fully, ſtrongly, and clearly, that the Takers 
cannot be poſſibly doubted to renounce with all their Hearts, and 
from a due Underſtanding of our fundamental Conftitution, all the 
falſe Claims, Rights, or Titles of any Pretender whatſoever, and that, 
as ſuch they will reüſt, oppoſe, and proſecute them according to the 
Laws in theſe Cales provided, or to be made. 


XXIX. I have met with an Objection or two againſt propoſing an 
Abjuration, but ſuch as I ought to beg Pardon for producing, they are 
ſo extremely trivial; as, firft, that few People make Conlcience of 
an Oath, and that for this Reafon the Abjuration will miſs of the 
End detign'd by it. I wou'd ask thoſe Gentlemen if they be them- 
ſelves of this number, or, if they deny it, why they ſhou'd think 
that there are no other honeft Men in the World. Beſides, that an 
Oath is not only a firm Obligation on Men of Piety and Honor, but 
has likewiſe its Effects on thoſe of worſe Principles: for the Violation 
of it is attended with a great many diſadvantageous Circumftances 
in this World, both with regard to their privat Credit or public Re- 
putationz and withal in relation to the Government, ſuch Perſons de- 
ſervedly meeting with worſe Treatment than others, and july to be (uſpe- 
&ed hy the Party they favor, who know they have no Ty them, but 
what they have already made no Scruple to break, Every Government 
and Religion in the World have thought an Oath a good Security, 
tho there wanted not Perjuries in all Times and Places. In this- the 
Heatbens, Jews, Chriſtians, and Mahometans are agreed, arbitrary Mo- 
narchies and free Republics, Convocations and Armies. And among 
our ſelves are not the Oaths of Allegiance and the . Teſt thought of 
great Uſe to the Government? and are not all Controverſies decided 
in our Courts of Judicature by Witneſſes examin'd upon 0ath ? | 
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XXX. A SECOND Objettion is made by your Men of Cau- 
tion, left Things might ſo com about, that this pretended Prince 
ſhou'd actually ſuccede, and then, ſay they, ſuch as have Ab- 
jur*d him are in Danger of being ruin'd or hang d. But if there 
had bin no other Reaſon for abjuring except this which is al- 
ledg'd againſt it, it were abundantly ſufficient : for I dare pawn 
my Life, that the pretended Prince f Wiles ſhou'd never land in 

England, if all or the major part of the People were fearful of 


Ruin or hanging when he came ; and certainly if this ſhow'd 
ever 
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erer, happen, a good ftore of em may reſt afſur'd of being ſerv'd in 
the laſt Manner, as all of em cannot fail of the firſt. Whether 
therfore we regard the Continuance of our Liberty, and thoſe Fe- 
licities which accompany it, whether we wou'd preſerve the Eng- 
4% Conftitution, the Reform'd Religion, or expreſs our Gratitude to 
King WILLIAM, aid our Expectations from his Proteſtart Suc- 
ceſſors, it is our Duty as boneſt Men, as Freemen, and Engliſhmen, 
to ingage and bind our ſelves in the moſt religious, ſtrict, and ſo- 
lemn manner to venture our Lives for all theſe unvaluable Bleſſings, 
and to abjure, renounce, and oppoſe all thoſe who wou'd deprive us 
of the ſame under any Pretence whatſoever. To conclude this Head 
your luke-warm, neutral, cautious Perſons are the worſt of Subjects; 
and whatever difference there may be among the Wicked before 
God, in Reſpet of Men theſe are worle than open Rebels, ſecret ' 
Conſpirators, or the moſt perjur'd Villains. The Ruin of many a 
floriſhing Government, the miſcarrying of many a glorious Cauſe, 
and the laying aſide of many a noble Undertaking, are to be charg'd 
on their Conceitedneſs, Avarice, and Puſillanimity; which induc'd the 
wiſe SOLON in his Inſtitution of the Athenian Government, to mate 
#t capital for any Man to remain an unconcern'd Speftator when any Se- 
dition ſhoy'd bappen in the City, as the fitteſt Method of ſpeedily appea- 
zing the Tumult, or keeping the beſt Party from being over- 
power d. 


\ 

XXXI. IN fine, whether the A4bjuration be penal or voluntary, 
( for I cannot doubt of one or the other) I hope Care will be ta- 
ken that it be tende'rd, as I faid before, to all manner of Perſons, 
not excepting the King's Majeſty, or her royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
of Denmark. For all the Securities we give to them , they ow this 
Security to us. Not that I doubt either of them, from which I am 
the fartheſt of any Man in the World; but they both of 'em very 
well know what Stories and Surmiſes our Enemies have bin actively 
ſpreading to amuze and intimidat the People; they have whiſper'd hor- 
rible things of blind and clancular Bargains, but CASAR*s Wife ought to 
he unſuſpected as well as innocent. Their Example in this particular 
will have a wonderful Influence on all the Inhabitants of theſe Realms, 
and give an additional Courage to our Allies abroad; nor is it a- 
ny way derogatory to their high Dignities to allow ſuch an Aſſu- 
rance to the People, ſince in many other Reſpetts they are oblig'd 
to entet with them into Qaths and Engagements, and that Queen 
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ELIZABETH ſign'd the Aſſoetatlon in her Time, Its too ferious 
a Subjett ta be diſputed as a Point of Ceremony ; and i is 
neither undutiful nor unbecoming an EngliſÞ Man, to ſay that 
whoſoever ſhou'd refuſe the Abjuretion from a Point of Conſci- 
ence, dos not underſtand the Title we allow to the Government. 


XXXII. AS for thoſe who may think themſelves particularly con- 
cern'd in any Part of this Diſcourſe, they are quite miſtaken if they 
imagin I minded Perſons, for all my Aim is to rectify Things, If 
any Number of the diſaffected Side have chang'd their Sentiments, 
we ought likewiſe to change our Opinions of them; but Men's Aﬀi- 
ons are the ſureſt Interpreters of their Thoughts, and ſuch as will 
either apply what I have faid to themſelves, or be againft ſending 
for their Highneſſes and propoſing or taking the Abjuretion, need not 
that I ſhou'd tell the World whether they are for England or France, 
for Liberty or Tyranny, for the Proteſtant or Popiſh Religion. 


FE F I N I S$S. 
„J. Ra, dez. 
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